LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the 

application: 

1. (currently amended) An anionic coloring agent for a substrate, having modified 
dyeing properties comprising at least one spacer arm bound to said anionic coloring agent A 
wherein said spacer ar m bound to said anionic coloring agent modifies at least the affinity of said 
anionic coloring agent for said substrate . 

2. (currently amended) The anionic coloring agent of claim 1 having the 
following formula: 

Ca-Be 
wherein: 

C A is an anionic coloring agent comprising at least one chromophore group; and 
B E is said spacer-arm, which has the following chemical structure: 

-(X-R-Z)„ 

wherein: 

X is a direct link or a group having the formula -S(0) s , wherein s is 0, 1 or 2; - 
NRr, wherein Ri is hydrogen or a Ci-Cio alkyl group; 

R is a Ci-Cio straight or branched alkyl ene group; 
Z is a polar group; and 

R n is an integer equal or greater higher than 1 . 
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3. (currently amended) The anionic coloring agent of claim 2, wherein said 
chromophore is selected from the group consisting of azo, anthraquinone, formazane, dioxazine, 
and ftalocianin e, ev e ntually metallized . 

4. (currently amended) The anionic coloring agent of claim 1, wherein said spacer 
arm has the formula: 

-(CH 2 ) n -Z 

wherein: 

n is an integer between 1 and 10; 

Z is selected from the group consisting of halo, amino, cyano, hydroxyl, carboxyl, 
carboxamide, and their N alkyl, dialkyl derived from Ci-Cio, and esterified sterified carboxyl. 



5. (Amended) The anionic coloring agent of claim 1, wherein said spacer arm has 



the formula: 



-NY-(CH 2 ) n -Z' 
wherein: 

Z' is hydrogen or is selected from the group consisting of halo, cyano, hydroxyl, 
carboxyl, carboxamide, and their N alkyl and dialkyl derived from Ci-Cio, esterified sterifiod 
carboxyl with Cno alkyl, -SR 2 -, where R 2 is hydrogen or C M0 alkyl; 

n is an integer between 1 and 10; and 

Y is hydrogen, alkyl or C M0 hydroxyalkyL 
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6. (currently amended) The anionic coloring agent of claim 5, wherein the spacer 
arm has the following structure. 

-NY-(CH 2 ) n -NR!R 2 
wherein: 

Y is hydrogen, hydroxyalkyl or C M0 alkyl; 

n is an integer between 1 and 10; and 

Ri and R 2 are independently hydrogen or Cmo alkyl. 



7. (previously presented) The anionic coloring agent of claim 1, wherein said 
spacer arm has the following structure: 

-NY-(CH 2 )n-NR 3 -(CH 2 ) 2 -X 
wherein: 

Y is hydrogen, hydroxyalkyl or C M0 alkyl; 

X is -COOR4, -CONH 2 , -CN or -S0 3 H; 

n is an integer between 1 and 10; and 

R3 and R4 are independently hydrogen or Cmo alkyl. 



8. (currently amended) The anionic coloring agent of claim 1, wherein said spacer 
arm has the following structure: 
-NY-(CH 2 ) 2 -W 
wherein: 

Y is hydrogen, hydroxyalkyl or Cmo alkyl; 
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W is selected from the group consisting of -S -SO3R5 and -S-SC^; wherein R 5 
and R6 are independently hydrogen or Cmo alkyl. 

9. (previously presented) The anionic coloring agent of claim 1, comprising more 
than one spacer arm. 

10. (previously presented) A coloring composition comprising at least one 
anionic coloring agent of claim 1. 

11. (previously presented) The coloring composition of claim 10, comprising at 
least one anionic coloring agent without spacer arms. 

12. (previously presented) A method of dyeing a fiber or fabric selected from the 
group consisting of cotton, regenerated cellulose, nylon and wool, comprising adding an anionic 
coloring agent of claim 1 to said fiber or fabric. 

13. (previously presented) A method of dyeing a substrate selected from the group 
consisting of leather, cardboard and paper, comprising adding an anionic coloring agent of claim 
1 to said substrate. 

14. (previously presented) A method of dyeing a fiber or fabric selected from the 
group consisting of cotton, regenerated cellulose, nylon and wool, comprising adding the 
coloring composition of claim 10 to said fiber or fabric. 
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15. (previously presented) A method of dyeing a substrate selected from the group 
consisting of leather, cardboard and paper, comprising adding the coloring composition of claim 
10 to said substrate. 

16. (previously presented) A substrate dyed with the anionic coloring agent of 

claim 1. 

17. (previously presented) A substrate, dyed with the anionic coloring agent of 

claim 10. 

18. (original) A method of dyeing a fiber or fabric selected from the group 
consisting of cotton, regenerated cellulose, nylon and wool, comprising adding the coloring 
composition of claim 1 1 to said fiber or fabric. 

19. (original) A method of dyeing a substrate selected from the group consisting 
of leather, cardboard and paper, comprising adding the coloring composition of claim 11 to said 
substrate. 

20. (original) A substrate, dyed with the anionic coloring agent of claim 11. 
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21. (new) An anionic coloring agent having modified dyeing properties, 
comprising a least one spacer arm bound to said anionic coloring agent, wherein said spacer arm 
has the following structure: 

-NY-(CH 2 ) n -NR 3 -(CH 2 )2-X 
wherein: 

Y is hydrogen, hydroxyalkyl or C M0 alkyl; 

X is -COOR4, -CONH 2 , -CN or -S0 3 H; 

n is an integer between 1 and 10; and 

R3 and R4 are independently hydrogen or C M0 alkyl. 



22. (new) An anionic coloring agent having modified dyeing properties, 
comprising a least one spacer arm bound to said anionic coloring agent, wherein said spacer arm 
has the following structure: 

- NY - (CH 2 ) 2 - W 

wherein: 

Y is hydrogen, hydroxyalkyl or C M0 alkyl; 

W is selected from the group consisting of -S -SO3R5 and SO3R6; wherein R 5 and 
R6 are independently hydrogen or C M0 alkyl. 
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